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During separate party conventions held in San Salvador on May 9, leaders from the three parties
affiliated with the Democratic Convergence (Convergencia Democratica, CD) coalition formally
agreed to nominate current Legislative Assembly vice president Ruben Zamora as the coalition's
presidential candidate for the March 1994 general elections. The CD brings together Zamora's
Popular Social Christian Movement (Movimiento Popular Social Cristiano, MPSC), the Social
Democrat Party (Partido Social Democrata, PSD), and the Democratic Nationalist Union (Union
Democratica Nacionalista, UDN). "I have been named candidate and I am going to win the
presidency," said Zamora on May 12, publicly confirming his acceptance of the nomination. "This
country needs a change. The past must be buried, 60 years of misery must be buried...We must
build a new society on the basis of the peace accords." Zamora was forced into exile in 1980 after
his brother, Mario Zamora, was assassinated by a right-wing death squad. At the time, Mario
Zamora was serving as attorney general. After a lengthy period at the head of the Democratic
Revolutionary Front (Frente Democratico Revolucionario, FDR) FMLN's political wing Zamora
returned to El Salvador in late 1987. In 1989, he was elected as a CD representative to the Legislative
Assembly, where he currently serves as vice-president. Zamora is the third presidential candidate to
emerge for 1994. The governing Nationalist Republican Alliance (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista,
ARENA) party nominated San Salvador Mayor and ARENA party president Armando Calderon
Sol, while the small, social democrat-oriented National Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento
Nacional Revolucionario, MNR) nominated party secretary general Victor Manuel Valle. The MNR
formed part of the CD coalition until 1992, when it broke from the alliance due to infighting between
Zamora and Victor Valle over control of the CD. The MNR is the only Salvadoran party which
receives financial backing from the Socialist International (SI), encouraging the MNR to demand
that Victor Valle be given the dominant role in the CD rather than Zamora, since SI funding had
financed most of the coalition's operating and campaign expenses. Now, with about ten months to
go until the elections, only two issues remain unresolved regarding presidential candidacies. First,
the opposition Christian Democrats (Partido Democrata Cristiano, PDC) must still choose their
presidential nominee. The PDC primary race is narrowed down to a fight between party secretary
general Fidel Chavez Mena and Abraham Rodriguez, a member of the peace process- inspired Ad
Hoc Commission. The PDC is scheduled to hold a final nominating convention in late May. Second,
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) must decide on an alliance strategy for the
presidential race. The FMLN has confirmed publicly that the party will not run its own presidential
candidate, but will instead throw its support behind the candidacy of another party or coalition. The
FMLN is currently evaluating its options in a nationwide series of consultations with party leaders
and activists at the local level. On the one hand, the FMLN could decide to enter into an alliance
with the CD, in which case, it is likely that a former rebel leader would run as vice-presidential
candidate on the ticket with Zamora. On the other hand, the FMLN could opt for a broader alliance
to include the PDC. In addition to a new president and vice-president, Salvadorans will elect all
84 deputies to the Legislative Assembly, 262 mayors, and representatives to the Central American
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Parliament (PARLACEN). [Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 05/10/93; Agence France-Presse, 05/11/93; Reuter, 05/12/93]
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